
Annie Charlesworth 

On Saturday 16th September 1916 the Mexborough and Swinton Times displayed a head line ‘AN 
ANGEL OF MONS’ and below it showed a photograph of Miss A Charlesworth. The paper said that 
as a member of the Territorial Nursing Service she had been mentioned in Lord French’s first 
dispatch. It went on to say that she was one of seven nurses who were ‘warmly commended by the 
War Office for their splendid courage and devotion during the retreat from Mons.’

Before training as a nurse Annie Charlesworth had lived for most of her life in Wombwell and had 
many family members still living in the town. She was the fourth of the seven children of a farm 
servant, Joseph Charlesworth and his wife Sarah and had been born on a farm at Hunshelf, a tiny 
hamlet near Thurlstone and Penistone. The 1881 census shows her as being 11 months old and 
as the census was taken in April we can work out that she was born in May 1880, this also fits with 
her baptism at Hepworth on 27th June 1880. 

We do not know which school Annie attended, but the 1880 Elementary Education Act required 
all children to attend school from five to ten years of age and children like Annie living in rural 
communities often walked several miles each day to school. The act was firmly enforced with 
inspectors visiting parents who did not comply. 

At some time in the 1890’s the family moved to Town End Farm in Wombwell which was situated 
on the High Street just before the turning to Littlefield Lane, where the row of 1970’s shops now 
stands. 

We do not know where Annie trained to be a nurse but we do know that by 1911 she was working 
as a night sister at Dene Side Hospital Great Yarmouth. At the outbreak of war Annie applied to join 
the Territorial Force Nursing Service which was a new organization having been formed in 1908. 
An official letter from the Territorials 5th General Hospital at Leicester dated 10th March 1915 
certifies that Annie was ‘in good health and fit for service abroad’. The letter gives her next of kin 
as H Charlesworth of Woodville, Hough Lane, Wombwell. Annie’s uniform would have been a grey 
dress with a white apron and cap and a short grey cape edged in red with a small metal letter ‘T’ 
on each corner. She would also have been given a sterling silver medal to wear on the right side of 
her cape. 

Annie was soon on her way to France. After spending some time at a casualty clearing station (a 
tented camp behind the lines) at Le Trefort (sometimes Le Treefort) where she assisted with all 
kinds of surgery and war injuries, she was transferred to another clearing station. 

A reference from the matron dated 18th October 1915 says that ‘Staff Nurse Charlesworth was 
thoroughly satisfactory’ and that her work in the Operating Theatre was ‘excellent’. 

After a further 12months working in the most harrowing conditions at various clearing stations 
Annie became ill and on 17th November 1916 was given leave to return home to recuperate. The 
medical board concurred that she was ‘suffering from debility and the effects of 20 months in 
France.’ She stayed with her brother Harry at Wombwell Hall but after a few weeks she returned 
to her duties in France. By January 1917 Annie was on her way again, this time to Italy where once 
again she worked in clearing stations behind the lines.

Annie must have been an extraordinary woman and exemplary nurse. She was mentioned in 
dispatches a second time on 18th October 1918 this time by General Cavan. Her last annual report 
says that ‘her professional ability is above standard rank’.

She was finally demobilised on 25th February 1919. She returned to work at the Royal Infirmary 
at Preston and then at West Bromwich and District Hospital. Annie was presented with medals for 
her war work with the Territorial Nursing Service at Birmingham on 6th June 1921 by the Princess 
Mary.

Wombwell Heritage Group would like to know what happened to her after 1924 when she married Dr J W 
Crowther. 


